422            THE END OF A MOCKERY

1653 refused to go till he was forced. Then Oliver's eyes fell on the mace. ct What are we to do with this bauble ? " he asked the leader of the musketeers, using the word applied to a jester's staff with its cap and bells. " Take it away! " As the members hustled out like driven cattle/Oliver gave them his parting words. He told Marten that he was a whore-master, which was undoubtedly true, and Wentworth that he was an adulterer, and a certain alderman that he was a thief, and Challoner that he was a drunkard; even Whitelocke he accused of injustice. Vane he called a juggler without common honesty, and reproached him with being the cause of the whole trouble. " It's you," he shouted to the whole body, " that have forced me to this, for I have sought the Lord night and day that he would rather slay me than put me upon the doing of this work." From the clerk at the table he snatched the bill, and no man knew what became of it. He saw that the door was locked and went home.1

The Council of State, against which he had not the same rancour as against parliament, was in session that afternoon. Oliver, with Lambert and Harrison, attended, and the proceedings were brief. " If you are met here as private persons," he told the members, " you shall not be disturbed, but if as a Council of State, this is no place for you; and since you cannot but know what was done at the House in the morning, so take notice that the Parliament is dissolved." Bradshawe replied with a famous sentence : " Sir, we have heard what you did at the House in the morning, and before many hours all England will hear it. But, sir, you are mistaken to think that the Parliament is dissolved, for no power under heaven can dissolve them but themselves. Therefore take you notice of that."

There was now not any government in the land except the man who the year before had been made commander-in-chief of the armies in the three nations of Britain.

1 The chief authorities for the dissolution of parliament are Lord Leicester, who as Lord Lisle was an eye-witness (Blencowe, Sidney Papers, 139, etc.), and Ludlow (I. 352, etc,), who must have got the details from Harrison, See also Whitelooke, 529, and Bernardi's letter of May 5, in Prayer Coll.